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out of the order of traditions, which form the subject of critical
investigation as to their actual occurrence adopted by Muham-
madan commentators. We have certainly far less authority of a
secular character for the sayings and doings of our Lord Jesus
"Christ. Well, then, on what authorities, good, bad, or doubtful,
do the allegations of Muhammad's profligacy rest ? I have no
hesitation in affirming that, following every such story to its
source, it will be found to be entirely unsubstantiated, and that,
on the contrary, to the very great credit of Muhammad, in spite
of many temptations, he preserved the utmost chastity in a state
of society which did not practise that virtue.

Living among heathen Arabs, he remained perfectly chaste till,
at the age of twenty-five, he married a woman of forty (equivalent
to one of fifty in Europe); and he married her because she was
his benefactor and believed in his sacred mission. As he stated
years after her death to a young and beautiful wife, who was
" only jealous of the old and dead Khadija," in answer to her
question " Am I not so good as she ?" " No, you are not so good;
for she believed in me when no one else did, she was my first
disciple, and she honoured and protected me when I was poor and
forsaken."

During the whole period of his marriage with her, twenty years,.
he remained absolutely faithful to herv

It is true that, at the age of fifty-five, we find him taking wife
after wife; but is it not fair to assume that in the case of a man
who had shown such self-control till that age, there may be reasons
other than those assigned by Christian writers for his many mar-
riages ? What are these reasons ?

I believe that the real cause of his many marriages at an old
age was charity, and in order to protect the widows of his
persecuted followers.

Persecution was great against his followers, " the believers in
one God." At one time no one was allowed to give them food,
and some of them were obliged to escape to Abyssinia in order to
seek a refuge with the Christian king of that land. The king did
not give them up to their persecutors. Some of them died in
Abyssinia; and their widows, who would otherwise have perished,
Muhammad took into his household. The idea that the Prophet
had any improper intention in so doing is without foundation;
especially if we consider that he had given abundant proof during
his youth of continence. The story of the marriage of the Prophet
with Zainab, the divorced wife of his freedman and adopted son,
Zeid, has also given rise to misconception. It may be premised that
the heathen Arabs considered it wrong to marry the divorced wife
of an adopted son, although they had no objection to marry the